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     On June 6th, Wally and several of the 
Blackhawk staff began to cut open the 

sand bags that were previously being used 
to keep Clear Lake from encroaching into 
the campground any further, and began 

dispersing the sand along the shoreline.  
After a brief conversation with Wally, he 

informed me that we would indeed have 
a beach area again at Blackhawk.  He 

stated that at first we would not be able 
to utilize it for swimming, but we would 
be welcome to enjoy the sandy beach for 

sun tanning and castle building.  Wallyõs 
main concern is for the safety of the    
residents, and at that time he felt        

confident that by the end of July the     
water would recede enough to utilize for 
swimming.  He explained to me that   

because of the trailers that were parked 
along this area before the flooding, he 
was uncertain of what could possibly be 

left in the water.  Also who knows what       

traveled through the water to end up on 
our side of the lake.  Even though the 
water appears crystal clear, you cannot 

tell what may be stuck in the mud.  Please 
use caution when venturing in and around 
this area, we want to avoid any            

unnecessary injuries or accidents.  It sure 
has been a wonderful and welcome sight 
to see so many people back in the lake, 
canoes, paddle boats, sailboats, and the 

kids and adults fishing all along the 

shore. 

     We would like to thank the     
Osmond family for all of their hard 
work raking and cleaning the      

shoreline, and also thanks to the 
other campers who have taken the 

time to make our new beach area a 

clean and beautiful place for all of us 
at Blackhawk Campground to enjoy.  
I encourage everyone to take a    

couple of minutes and go down and 
check out our new beach area.    
Utilize this area to sit and relax, read 
a book, build a sand castle or just 

walk barefoot in the sand.  But      
remember, please use caution in and 
around the water, and remind your 

kids to play safe.                               
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Dear Blackhawk Family: 

 

This issue I am going to answer questions and 

or rumors that we may have or heard. 

 

1. Are the pools heated?  Yes, the pool 

heaters are set on 82 degrees.  When the 

night time temperatures get down in the mid 

60s or below or if it is windy, it is difficult for 

the heater to keep up. Most mornings the 

pool temperature is 80 ð 83 degrees.                             

2. Is it safe to drink the water?  Yes, the 

water is safe to drink.  The Health           

Department comes in about once a month to 

test the water.  If for some reason it is not 

safe, we would post notices. 

3. Is the lake safe to swim in?  Yes & No.  

The water is safe to be in.  The Health     

Department tests the water at least once a 

month.  The water is the cleanest of all the 

lakes in Rock County.  If for some reason 

(like the problem with Blue Algae last year) 

the water is not safe, signs will be posted.  

The reason it is not safe right now is the 

Health Department wants the swim area 

marked off and the amount of weeds in the 

water reduced. 

4. Is the campground for sale?  The answer 

is Yes & No.  It is currently not on the     

market, but like most things, if someone 

makes an offer the owners can not refuse, 

then of course it could be sold. 

5. My water sometimes smells?  When the      

humidity is high or water sits in your water 

heater for a period of time, the sulfur smell 

magnifies causing the unpleasant order.  The 

water is safe, just does not smell good. 

6. Why the rate increase on seasonal fees?  

The owners have a formula they put together 

that includes expenses in operating a      

campground like, utilities, taxes, mortgage and 

insurance to name a few.  I know the power 

bill increased over $25,000 over the previous 

year.  I donõt know what we pay in taxes, but 

I have never heard of taxes decreasing. 

 

Also, just a reminder that all your water used 

from your trailer must be contained in your 

holding tank.  Under no conditions can water 

from your trailer drain into the ground.  The 

Health Department   inspects the property 

continuously throughout the year and viola-

tors will have to pay a fine and may be asked 

to vacate their site.  Of course, the only     

exception to this rule is if you are on a sewer 

site. 

 

Again, if you have ideas or comments, please 

email them to me at:                                  

blackhawkmgr@diparks.com. 

 

Happy Camping, 

Bruce 

Non Denominational Church 

Services 

Every  

Sunday at 

8:45 AM  

in the     

Pavilion 

     We would like to 

thank everyone at     

Blackhawk for their     

generosity during the 

month of June, while we 

were conducting our   

donation drive for Joplin, 

Mo.  The money we    

collected will be sent to 

the Joplin Police Dept. to 

be distributed to the   

family or business that 

needs it the most.  The 

total amount collected 

was $ 799.50.  Great job 

Blackhawk campers this 

money is greatly         

appreciated by the Joplin 

residents.  A special thank 

you to Kurt Moyer, 

Nancy Piper, and Rob 

Johnson, these three   

people donated their  

winnings from the 50/50 

raffle drawings back to 

the donation drive.  

Thank you very much for 

all of your support. 

By Colleen OõNeill 

Joplin Fund 

Raiser  

mailto:blackhawkmgr@diparks.com


     Starting in this monthõs 

newsletter we will be 

running a monthly     

contest.  You will have 

the opportunity to look 

for the Indian that will be 

hidden somewhere in the 

issue.  Every month the 

location of the Indian will 

change and you will have 

to re-enter to be eligible.  

The Indian could be   

anywhere in the       

newsletter so be on the 

lookout for it.  Please put 

your entries in the  

Blackhawk Buzz, all you 

need to do is circle the 

Indian and place it in  

The Buzz Bin in the 

store along with your 

name and site number.  

We will do a random 

drawing two weeks after 

the buzz has been distrib-

uted and that way it gives 

everyone a chance to 

enter.  There will be a 

prize awarded to the 

winner each month, so 

keep your eyes open 

guys.  Of course the pic-

ture that you will be   

searching for will be 

much smaller than this 

one, and we will not 

make it easy for you. 
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New Monthly Contest in The Buzz 
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July 16th  
With Rockline DJs  

7 PM  - 10:30 PM 

In the pavilion 

Feathered Masks.  Beads.  Colorful Outfits.  

Best Mask.  Festive Music.  Mardi Gras 

Comes to Blackhawk on Saturday July 16th!  

608-868-3097 

608-302-2977 

Halfway through our 50th season 

now, Iõve experienced several 

glimpses into the òbest of         

Blackhawkó ð what the buzz is really 

all about.  Our 50th Birthday Bash, 

together with two holiday weekends 

were especially eye-opening.  I can 

now say Iõve experienced a true taste 

of the campground alive with     

excitement and activity. 

 

Since April, Iõve welcomed many new 

campers to Blackhawk, and met 

dozens of long-time seasonals.  Itõs 

no wonder that weõre often referred 

to as the Blackhawk family.  Your 

spirit and enthusiasm is contagious!  

You are the reason why weõre sure 

to prosper long past our 50th year. 

 

Itõs also refreshing to hear the   

overnight campers speak so highly of 

Blackhawk and the friendly         

atmosphere at the campground.  Like 

one person said, òYou canõt get this 

type of family chemistry and variety 

of activities anywhere else, but with 

camping.  And, compared to the 

average cost of a typical,            

amenity-filled family vacation, you 

just canõt beat all that Blackhawk has 

to offer. 

 

The season isnõt half gone.  Thereõs 

still half to go.  Plenty of time to 

relax, enjoy and unwindé..at your 

own pace, of course. 

 

Mike Smith  

Blackhawk Campground 

The Best Is Yet          

to Come  
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A woman finds herself in dire        
financial trouble. Desperate, she 

goes to church and begins to pray.  
 

"God, please help me. I've lost my 
business and I'm going to lose my 

house as well. Please let me win the 
lottery."  

 
Lottery night comes, and she is   

devastated when someone else wins.  

 
She prays again. "God, please let me 

win the lottery. I've lost my        
business, my house, and I'm going 

to lose my car as well."  
 

Lottery night comes, and once again 
she has no luck.  

 

Once again, she prays. "God, I've 
lost my business, my house and my 

car. Please just let me win the       
lottery this one time so I can get my 

life back in order."  
 

Suddenly, the heavens open. There 
is a blinding flash of light and a voice 

echoes through the church. "Work 
with me here, my child. Buy a 

ticket."  



July Birthstone, Ruby  
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Diamond.   It comes in a variety 

of colors, and is considered a 

Sapphire in any color except 

red, which is designated as a 

Ruby.   Rubies range in hue from 

an orangey red to a purplish red, 

but the most prized gems are a 

true red in color.   Large sized 

Rubies are very rare and     

valuable.    

The history of Ruby mining dates 

back more than 2,500 years 

ago.   The most beautiful crystals 

are thought to be from Burma, 

but quality Rubies are also found 

in India, Sri Lanka, Australia, 

Kenya, Tanzania, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, and the United States.    

It has been said that the Ruby's 

red glow comes from an internal 

flame that cannot be extin-

guished, making a gift of this 

stone symbolic of everlasting 

love.   With its hardness and du-

rability, it is a perfect engage-

ment gem.   And if worn on the 

left hand, ancient lore has it that 

the Ruby will bring good fortune 

to its wearer, too!   

Like a perfect red rose, the Ruby's 

rich color speaks of love and pas-

sion.   Called the "Rajnapura" or 

King of Gems by ancient Hindus, 

July's birthstone is among the most 

highly prized of gems throughout 

history. The Ruby was considered to 

have magical powers, and was worn 

by royalty as a talisman against 

evil.   It was thought to grow darker 

when peril was imminent, and to 

return to its original color once  

danger was past ðprovided it was in 

the hands of its rightful owner!    

Rubies were thought to represent 

heat and power.   Ancient tribes 

used the gem as bullets for      

blowguns, and it was said that a pot 

of water would boil instantly if a 

Ruby was tossed into it.   Ground to 

powder and placed on the tongue, 

this crystal was used as a cure for 

indigestion.    

The word Ruby comes from the 

Latin "ruber," meaning red.   It is a 

variety of the mineral Corundum, 

and is found as crystals within 

metamorphic rock.   Corundum is 

the second hardest mineral, after 
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Flower of the Month 

Larkspur have laughter and 
relaxation energy, much like 

people born in July. This 
birth flower is a genus of 

about 250 species of annual, 
biennial or perennial        

flowering plants in the      
buttercup family           

Ranunculaceae, native 
throughout the Northern 

Hemisphere and also on the 
high mountains of tropical 
Africa. The plants flower 
from late spring to late    

summer, and are pollinated 
by butterflies and bumble 
bees. The common name, 

shared with the closely   
related genus Consolida, is 

Larkspur.  

Other names are, lark's heel 
(Shakespeare), lark's claw 

and knight's spur. The flower 
has five petals which grow 
together together to form a 
hollow flower with a spur at 

the end, which gives the 
plant its name. The seeds 
are small and shiny black. 

The leaves are deeply lobed 
with 3-7 toothed, pointed 
lobes. The main flowering 
stem is erect, and varies 

greatly in size between the 
species, from 10 cm in some 
alpine species, up to 2 m tall 

in the larger meadowland 
species; it is topped by many 

flowers. 

Morris was in his usual place in the morning sitting at the table, reading the 
paper after breakfast.  

 
He came across an article about a beautiful actress who was about to marry 

a football player known for his lack of IQ and common sense.  
 

He turned to his wife Sherry, with a look of question on his face. "I'll never 
understand why the biggest schmucks get the most attractive wives."  

 
His wife's quick reply was, "Why, thank you, dear!"  

A man sitting at a lunch counter has just been served his food when he calls 
the waiter back.  

 
"Waiter," he says, "can you explain why there is a footprint in the middle of 

this food that I ordered?"  
 

"Yes, sir," replies the waiter. "You rushed in here, asked for a large omelet 
and told me to step on it."  
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Friends of Noah-WIðThey Need Your Help By Kenn Barlow 

Where is the Rescue? 

Friends of Noah-WI is not a òbrick 

and mortaró shelter, but a network 

of committed volunteers who open 

their homes to fostering.  Their 

goal is to get every animal into a 

forever, loving home. 

Friends of Noah-WI evaluate 

the rescued animals for       

temperament and 

personality, this 

helps us place 

them in homes 

that are well 

suited to their 

needs and to the 

needs of the     

future families. 

To learn more about The Friends 

of Noah-WI visit their website at 

www.friendsofnoah-wi.org. 

Also check out some of the Friends 

of Noah-WI Programs such as 

CAFÉ, Companion Animal food  

Effort.  The C.A.F.E. is dedicated to 

providing pet food assistance to 

families who are economically    

disadvantaged so they never have 

to make the choice between     

providing for themselves or their 

animal companions. 

The Badger Animal Fund provides 

financial assistance to qualified pet 

owners for payment of incurred 

and anticipated veterinary          

expenses. 

S.A.F.E., Saving Animals through  
Focused Education helps our com-

munity develop caring, committed 

and compassionate friends of all 

animals. 

   

I was recently made aware of an out-
standing organization that rescues animals 

in the Janesville/Edgerton area.  The 
Friends of Noah-WI is an all breed animal 
rescue organization.  Friends of Noah-WI 

is a 501(c)(3) non-profit animal rescue 
organization whose primary purpose 
is to rescue animals.  Their all      
volunteer group relies on support 

and funding which comes strictly 
from generous donors and          

community gifts. 

Friends of Noah-WI 
places animals in foster 

homes where they are 
provided with love and 
medical attention that 

may be required to  
ensure they are in good 
health before adoption.  The animals are 
spayed or neutered and brought up to 

date on age appropriate vaccinations    
before being placed in their new          

permanent homes. 

I was provided with a òwish listó of items 

needed for the Janesville chapter.   

*Dry and/or canned dog and cat food 

*Kitty Litter  

*Financial Donations 

*Gentle Leader collar/harnesses/leashes 

*Dog and Cat toys 

*Cleaning Supplies 

*Laundry Detergent 

*Flip Video Camera (to film animals) 

*Frontline or Revolution (for cats and medium 

sized dogs) 

*Printer Paper 

*1/3 cut file folders 

*Gift Cards to Petco 

*Used Panel Truck   

Contact Info: 

P.O. Box 308, Janesville, WI 53547-0308 

(608) 774-3402 
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Saturday July 16th, is 

our Mardi Gras here at 

Blackhawk, so donõt   

forget to dig out all of 

your old beads and 

masks to join in the 

fun.  For those of you 

that donõt have these 

items and are looking 

for an inexpensive way 

to achieve the look 

please check out the 

50/50 store in      

Janesville right next 

door to Toys R Us and 

Aldiõs.  Another place 

for cheap decorations 

and novelty items is the 

dollar store.  You 

would be amazed at 

what you can pick up 

for a couple of dollars.  

I hope we have a great 

turn out and we look 

forward to seeing you 

down at the pavilion. 

 

Denise Wolfe  
Independent Cooking 

Consultant                

Consultant #562578  

 

3412 Ivy Lane 

Racine, WI 53402  

(262) 930-7166 

 

denisewolfe@earthlink.net 

www.pamperedchef.biz/ 

ezcookingdenise 

MISSION STATEMENT  

TO PROVIDE NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

STRAY AND ABANDONED ANIMALS 

THROUGH PLACEMENT INTO PERMA-

NENT HOMES, EDUCATING THE PUBLIC, 

AND OFFERING ASSISTANCE TO PET 

OWNERS STRUGGLING TO PROVIDE 

FOR THEIR PETS. 
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Blackhawk Fishing Club News!  by Jay Garstecki 

Saturday, July 2nd, was the second annual 

Blackhawk Fishing Club Kids Fishing Derby 

and once again it was a huge success! This year 

we had over 80 participants and MANY fish 

were caught! A special "Thank you" once again 

to Diane 

Schneider 

and Cabelas 

of Hoffman   

Estates, IL. 

for sponsor-

ing the event 

and donating 

rods and 

reels along 

with shirts, 

hats and other great prizes. Blackhawk Fishing 

Club donated additional prizes to make sure that 

every participant received a gift. We look        

forward to the 2012 event over the 4th of July 

weekend next year. 

 

Sunday, July 3rd, was the second of five      

Blackhawk Fishing Club Bass Tournaments. 

First place was a tie with two fisherman coming 

in with a total weight of 7.25 lbs.  Big fish was 

3lbs. 8oz. caught by Bob Bauer. The next     

tournament is Saturday August 13th. Contact Jay 

Garstecki at jay@blackhawkfishingclub.com    

for more information, or visit our website at 

www.BlackhawkFishingClub.com 

mailto:jay@blackhawkfishingclub.com
http://www.blackhawkfishingclub.com/


Re-Cap of June & Early July Activities and Events  by Nancy Piper  

There were so many fun events in the month of June 
and July.  Going all the way back to the Family Fun 

Weekend which commenced on June 10th, we 
started Blackhawk Got Talent/Wii Games in the  
pavilion on Friday night. To date we have about ten 

true contestants that will be in the finals on July 29th.  
The overall reception has been good.  Many parents 
have stated they love to come in on Friday nights, 
unpack, eat dinner, and bring the family to the      

pavilion to have some laid back fun. There are just a 
few weeks left to compete and enter the finals so 
bring your talent down to the pavilion on Friday 

night. 

The Family Games on June 11th, had moms &     
daughters, dads & sons, brothers, sisters, and friends 

competing as teams as they raced through the egg 
toss, one legged burlap bag race, water balloon toss, 
bean bag competition, etc. The winning teams were 

1st Place, Stevie & Tommy, 2nd place Abby & Skylar, 

and 3rd place to Cassaria & Rachelle.  

Saturday night the 12th, we 
were entertained not only 
by the band Neutral Zone, 
but by the great display of 

fireworks put on by Indian 
Princesses.  It not only was a 
huge surprise for us, but one 

of the best displays seen by 

many for a long time.  The 

pictures do not do                   

it justice. 

The following weekend 

was Fatherõs Day.  Friday 
night Blackhawk Got Tal-
ent/Wii Games also had 

Bottle Lamp Making.  

There were seven lamps 
made, and since we still have 
some kits we will repeat this 

activity before the season 
ends.  It was fun seeing Dadõs 
dance with daughters and 

their image showing on the 
new large screen made and 
designed by Jim Schultz. 

Thank you Jim, the new 

screen is awesome.  Saturdayõs 
activities were fun, many    

Fatherõs Day cards were made 
and about 25 received photos 

for their Fatherõs Day gifts. 

The two dadõs that won the 

free drawing of American Dad 
Hats and Propane Gages were 
Ed Streich and Dan Dain.  Ed 
informed me that the propane gage is really neat.  òYou know 

how those tanks are so heavy, and you have to move them to 
see how full they are?  Well, the 
gage tells you if the tank is still full, 

or half full!ó  Ed was already     
enjoying his fatherõs day gifts the    

Monday after. 

Crazy Hat weekend was a 

blast.  It was fun to see early 
morning strollers with their 
crazy hats on.  Saturday 

night the winner of the 
Crazy Hat Competition, 
Linda Falasz, decorated an 
old straw hat with many 

small bottles of Tequila attached.  As you can see by the   
pictures, competition was pretty good that night. Many           
ice-creams were enjoyed that weekend as hat watchers 

passed out   tickets for free ice-cream bars.  To date there 

are still a few tickets outstanding, so check your pockets and 

redeem for your ice-cream bar. 

The first Remote Control Car Racing held Saturday afternoon 
in Indian Village certainly had a lot of onlookers, and those 
that participated had a good time.  The road was blocked off 

while cars attempted the straight-away, the crazy eight tire 
configuration, and some of the jumps.  This event will be held 

next year, around Fatherõs Day. 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Linda Falasz  



way.  Every cart was decorated 
to the nines in red, white, and 

blue.  Bill and Rose again lead 
the way.  The best fun was 
when he took us to Mud Lake.  

The road is tight, we had to 
pass each other going and   
coming, allowing us to give each 

other the high fives along the way.  You had to be there 

to appreciate the joy and fun, but I thought it was one of 
the best golf cart parades we 

have had in a long time.  Lots 

of candy and frozen pops 
were tossed along the    
roadway.  As usual, it was 

difficult for the judges, but 
the three best went to Terry  
York & Family, first place 

winners, Brett Sandblom 
Family,  Second place winners, and to Lee & Deb Porters 

Dunstan, third place winners.                                    . 
 

The Horseshoe Tournament winners were Steve Weber 

and Brian Murphy. 

 Saturday night had a huge electric  
outage and we were all in the dark. 
Abbey Teson repeated her Star     

Spangled Banner for all to enjoy, and 
join in, without electric.  Al Oelkers 
saved the night by loaning his         
generator to the band, Chained    

Lightning, so the fun and entertainment 
continued.  Alõs family was there and 
he had his young niece, Cristol Cook, 

17, sing a few songs with the band. She 
has a great voice, plays the guitar 
and added to the entertainment 

for the night. The electric came 
back on intermittingly throughout 
the night as fuses were replaced 
throughout the town of Milton 

and Blackhawk.  Wow, it was a full 

house here and it was hot! 

Tie dying on Sunday, as always, 
was enjoyed by many.  There had 
to have been close to 200 shirts, 
socks, pillow cases, and bandanas 

(Continued on page 23) 

Re-Cap of June & Early July Activities and Events  Continued from Page 8 

Where to start for the 
Fourth of July weekend?  
Friday night Blackhawk 

Got Talent was          
interrupted by electric     
outages, but Ken did get 
an electric cord        

connected to a Remote   
outlet so some of the 

fun could continue.  The 

highlight had to be     
Abbey Teson singing the Star Spangled Banner 
dressed as the Statue of Liberty. She is some strong 

competition to beat.  There were many singers that 
night, a few dances were 
shared and the night, even 

though the lights were dimmed 
at the pavilion, proved to be 

shining. 

Saturdayõs Second Annual Kidõs 
Fishing Derby will be reported 
on this month, however, there 

is a little story that needs to be 
told.  The youngest and    
smallest contestant was also 

the best!  Little Sage DiMeo, age five, had the biggest 

catch of the day; six fish.  You may think she had 
some new technically advanced fishing pole.  Not the 
case.  Sageõs fishing pole was made from the handle of 

a broken butterfly net, string from her grandmaõs  
sewing spool, a hook, and 
her bait, hot dogs.  Great 

job Sage, thanks for     
showing us that a little   
ingenuity and tenacity can 

rule the day, and catch! 

The Bike Parade & Golf 
Cart parades were a blast.  

Janet headed up the bike 
parade with her decorated 
bike. There were a lot of 
little ones in this parade.  

All got bags of candy and 
some received prizes. There were about 27 golf carts 
that started the parade, and some entered along the 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Abbey Teson  

Sage DiMeo  

Cristol  

Cook  

Janet Freeman  


